1C           FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE
Wilberibrce in the anri-slaverv- movement and his
support of every liberal cause. The father of
Florence Nightingale was not born to riches, but
he succeeded to the very valuable estate of his
great uncle. Peter Nightingale, and in 1815 he
changed his name from William Edward Shore
to William. Edward Nightingale. With an ample
fortune, he was able to indulge his cultured tastes
and travel extensively on the Continent.
Italy was the birthplace of the Nightingales*
only children - two daughters. The elder was
born in 1819 at Naples ; she was called Frances,
alter her mother, and also given the name of
Parthenope. the classic name of Naples - a name
which was soon shortened to Parthe and some-
times to Pop. The second child was born on
May 12th, 1820. in the Villa Golombaia at
Florence, and the Nightingales again named their
daughter after the city of her birth. To some
extent, therefore, Florence Nightingale owed
both her names to chance.
With wealth at her command, Mrs. Nightingale
intended 10 live in fine style. Lea Hurst, neat
Derby, was built as a family residence, but it
proved to be too cold in winter, and Embley
Park, near Romsey, was acquired as a second
estate in 1825. The family spent at least a few
weeks ia London every season, and divided the
rest of their time between Lea Hurst and Embley
Park. Florence and her sister were educated at
home by a governess under the general super-
intendence of their father. William Edward